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Centre for English Language Teaching
Provision of an communication, culture and department introduction programme for students of Zhejiang University

A proposal 
INTRODUCTION

Your institution’s needs

Zhejiang University is seeking partnership with institutions able to deliver a three-week communication, culture and a department introduction programme for up to 36 students. A start date of 1 February 2010 has already been agreed.

The University of York

Situated just minutes from the historic centre of York, the University presently has about 11,000 students with over 30 academic departments and research centres. Highly rated amongst UK Universities, it was named University of the Year by The Sunday Times in 2004. York regularly ranks in the top three UK institutions for teaching quality.

The Department of Educational Studies 

The Department is rated 24/24 for its teaching and is working towards international excellence in research. Based in Langwith College, Alcuin College and Vanbrugh College, the department employs about 40 full- and part-time academic and research staff, and nine administrators.

The work of the Department comprises undergraduate education, teacher training, postgraduate education, and research. Programmes offered include the BA in Educational Studies, PGCEs in six fields, and a suite of Master’s programmes including those in Language Learning and Education, Teaching English to Young Learners (by distance), and TESOL. Following a number of strategic appointments, the Department has developed a strong research agenda structured around the Centre for Innovation and Research in Science Education, the Centre for Equity and Impact in Education, and the Centre for Language Learning Research.

CELT

As part of the Department of Educational Studies, the Centre for English Language Teaching (formerly the English as a Foreign Language Unit) offers a wide range of research-informed language courses and prides itself on its high quality teaching within its supportive, friendly and professional atmosphere. Courses currently include comprehensive pre and in-sessional programmes as well as bespoke language and culture courses for overseas universities.

Centrally located on campus, CELT operates a recently re-equipped 24-station E-Lab for student use and has access to teaching rooms in our own building and elsewhere on campus. 

PROGRAMME PROPOSAL

We suggest the following outline syllabus based on previous discussions. 

Outline objectives

The key objective of the programme is to develop participants’ English proficiency in an academic context, their international cultural understanding and to provide an introduction to departments at the University of York.

Programme structure

We suggest that the immersion programme be organized into the following strands and components.

Communication and culture strand

This strand comprises components directed towards both controlled, narrowly-targeted language development and independent, open-ended activities. 

Communication Skills

The communication skills component will develop targeted skills with a view to improving confidence and performance in the more independent and open-ended interactions required in academic situations. While there will be a clear focus on developing accuracy, range and precision, this will be complemented by considerations of body-language, paralinguistics and pragmatic aspects of intercultural interactions. 

Issues in culture and society

This component comprises the presentation and discussion of sociocultural issues such as class, education, the role of the media, literature, crime and punishment and the social impact of youth cultures. The aim is to concurrently develop the participants’ vocabulary range, provide opportunities for lively discussion, and through engagement with the topics encourage a broadening of viewpoint and increasing international awareness.

Participants will be expected to prepare for and participate actively in these sessions which while drawing on local UK resources will take an international and comparative stance on the issues discussed.

Commercialisation of research

These sessions will focus on enterprise and entrepreneurship in a university context and how research can be developed commercially.

Project

It is anticipated that participants could research, prepare and deliver a seminar presentation on the department they have visited as part of the programme. They could gather information from staff and students about the department and its academic programmes and student experience. This could then be presented to particpants’ peers in the presentation seminars.

Preparation for visits

Before each cultural visit, there will be one hour of preparation. This will provide factual information and background to the visits.

Cultural visits

Yorkshire provides a rich variety of opportunities for cultural visits. Whole day visits to Whitby and Haworth are included in the tuition fee as well as a half day visit to the City of York.

An introduction to departments

A campus tour, a visit to departments of interest to students and the opportunity to attend lectures and/or seminars will be arranged. Participants will be able to meet with members of staff as well as sample the academic work of the departments.

Our approach to language training

We aim to provide active and experiential learning with students involved and engaged intellectually and affectively.  Teachers will be responsive to student needs and our programmes are designed to flexibly allow students opportunity to pursue their own personal and professional interests through, for example, conducting the investigative projects and contributing to the selection of cultural topics for investigation and discussion. We encourage and facilitate students to use the university, their host families, if applicable and the city of York as resources in order to stimulate their use of English in practical situations.

Assessment and accreditation

This can be discussed with Zhejiang University and arranged according to any requirements there may be.

Students who attend and adequately complete the course will also receive a certificate of completion from the University of York.

Programme evaluation

The programme will be evaluated both formatively and summatively.

Formative evaluation

Typically we use one-to-one tutorial meetings as a vehicle for mid-course formative evaluation. Tutors will continually monitor issues that arise in the delivery of the programme through reading individuals’ journal entries and during their weekly meetings with project teams. 

Summative evaluation

An on-line end-of-course written evaluation will inform us of revisions and adjustments to be made for future groups. A post-course teachers’ meeting will assess the effectiveness of the course structure, materials and activities, and generate action points to guide programme development. These will be followed up in a pre-course planning meeting for any further cohort. A programme report and evaluation will be sent to Zhejiang University after each course along with student grades and reports.

PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

A Course Director will be appointed to oversee all aspects of course design, delivery and evaluation, and will be the main point of contact with Zhejiang University. A Programme Administrator will handle all aspects of travel, accommodation and student welfare and will be the participants’ main point of contact while they are at York.

Accommodation and catering

Accommodation can be provided with carefully selected local host-families. Whilst CELT will endeavour to place one student with one host family it may be necessary to double up. Students will have their own private bedroom. Host family accommodation includes bed, breakfast and evening meal, with lunch at weekends.

Weekday lunches can be bought at one of the many subsidised outlets on campus. Sandwiches are also available at the campus Market Square which houses a supermarket and other shops.

Class size and maximum numbers

We believe the optimum number of students per class is 12, with a maximum of 16. 

PROGRAMME COSTS



Per Student Costs Per Week

  

  £





Tuition fees




 

212.00



Accommodation with host family (half-board)

170.00
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